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PARKS LARGE EVENTS TASK FORCE 

MINUTES 
Wednesday December 10, 2014 

                                           Customer Service Center  
6:00pm ‐ Goodpasture Rm.                                      3050 N. Delta Hwy., Eugene, Or 97408 

 
  

Members Present: John F. Helmer, Brad van Appel, Randy Hledik, Mary Moore, Don Hansen, Leslie 
Scott, Jeff Gaulton, and Janis Ross, Dale Stoneburg, Holly Stanley, and Larry 
Dunlap 

Members Absent:  Alan Murphy, Anna Lawrence, Bruce Newhouse 

Staff Present: Mike Russell, Dave Stockdale, Howard Schussler 
 

1) Welcome & Introductions 
 

The meeting was called to order by Chair John Helmer at 6:00 p.m. Chair Helmer asked the group to 
introduce themselves. 
 

2) Public Comment 
 

Ellen Otani said she thinks it will be important for the committee to show that public input has been 
taken through the process and offered a list of entries that could be made available on the Task Force 
website that document public input.   
 

1. Oregon Resident Outdoor Recreation Demand Analysis – Lane County Summary,  
2. Surveys and Meeting Comments for Parks and Open Space Master Plan Update, 
3. The Large Events Public Opinion Survey Questionnaire and Results (when available), and  
4. Information regarding the Public Meetings Law in Oregon 

 
Pat Hoover stated that there was an action item in the first meeting of the Task Force regarding getting 
information from other parks agencies in the state and how they define large events, handle large events, 
and policies that may be in place. She said she thinks that would be good information for the group to 
have but has not been completed yet. 
 

3) Review and Adoption of Minutes 
 

MOTION: Mr. Hledik moved to adopt the minutes as presented. Mrs. Ross seconded. Motion 
passed. Ms. Stanley abstained. 

 
4) Agenda review and changes 
 

Chair Helmer reviewed the agenda for the evening. No changes were proposed. 
 
5) Update: LETF collaboration with Parks on a large event survey 
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Chair Helmer turned the discussion over to Mr. van Appel who reported on the process the subgroup took 
to review and provide comment on the proposed public opinion survey. He said he felt it was a good 
process, not necessarily the best instrument, but it is good enough to move forward with. 
 
Mr. Russell said the survey will be mailed in January and results presented to the Task Force in March. 

 
6) Presentation: Parks capable of hosting large events 
 

Chair Helmer turned to Mr. Russell and Mr. Stockdale to continue the presentation which was started at 
the last meeting. Mr. Stockdale provided the group with a report on the net revenue for each of the 13 
candidate parks in response to a request made by Ms. Lawrence at the last meeting. 
 
Mr. Russell and Mr. Stockdale presented information on the following parks: 
 
- Blue Mountain Park 

o South of Cottage Grove, 268 acres, 20 acres developed, mostly undeveloped, the core area of 
the park has been used for small events, large neighborhood interest, possibly could hold an 
event on the large undeveloped portion west of Blue Mountain School Road of 10,000, road 
capacity could be an issue. 

- Cinderella Park 
o Near Creswell, 56 acres, undeveloped, active waste transfer site, closed landfill, RC Airplane 

Club investment, could accommodate an event of up to 1,500 attendees. 
- Hendricks Bridge Park 

o Designated roadside rest area east of Springfield, 17 acres, considering for campground 
development, has historically hosted river-based events, some infrastructure available, close 
neighbors, could accommodate an event of up to 1,200 attendees. 

- Kinney Park 
o Off of Gimpl Hill Road southwest of Eugene, 18.5 acres, undeveloped, no known past events, 

revenue from timber sales must be reinvested in the park, could accommodate and event up to 
1,200 attendees. 

 
BREAK 

Chair Helmer called the meeting back to order to continue the presentation by Mr. Russell and 
Mr.Stockdale. 

- Orchard Point Park 
o On Fern Ridge Reservoir, 58 acres, fully developed day use park, very close neighbors, Leased 

from Army Corps of Engineers, seasonally open (May through September), could host an event 
of up to 2,500 attendees.  

- Peaceful Valley Park 
o Off of Peaceful Valley Road southwest of Eugene, 9.8 acres, undeveloped, few close neighbors, 

could host a community or sporting event of up to 1,000 attendees (maybe), could be a parking 
area for an event held at Kinney Park. 

- Perkins Peninsula Park 
o On Fern Ridge Reservoir, 41 acres, fully developed day use park, zoning limits to day use only 

except through Special Use Permit, Country Fair camping (last in 2006), could host an event of 
up to 1,500 attendees. 

- Richardson Park 
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o On Fern Ridge Reservoir, 115 acres, mostly developed, leased from Army Corps of Engineers, 
Master Plan drawing exists, electrical capacity for full stage sound and lighting, could host an 
event of up to 5,000 with a traffic management plan, seasonally open (May through 
September). 

 
 
 

- Zumwalt 
o On Fern Ridge Reservoir, 58 acres, semi-developed – rehabilitation necessary, off-leash dog 

park, leased from Army Corps of Engineers, very active “friends” group, Annual Country Fair 
camping in partnership with City of Veneta, could host an event of up to 1,500 attendees. 
 

1) Discussion and determination of next steps 
Chair Helmer asked the group if there was additional information or input the group wanted to give 
regarding where to go from here. 
 
Mr. van Appel referred to the work plan and getting to developing some position statements. 
 
Chair Helmer said he has heard some interest in getting more information on: 
- Corps vs. non-Corps parks 
- Implications of sound and sound regulations 
- Other agency policies 
- Guidelines being considered for the Mass Gathering permit for private property owners 

 
2) Public Comment 

Pat Hoover wanted to remind the group about the desire to discuss appropriateness of large events.  She 
said it feels like there is a tacit agreement that large events will happen in parks. 
 

3) Adjourn 
The meeting ended at 8:03 p.m. 
 
__Adopted January 14, 2015______ 
Minutes Recorder 
Mike Russell, Parks Manager 


